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Aircraft Technology—Some Overlooked Applications

HIS past year I was fortunate enough to visit the three Logistics

Centers that maintain the U.S. Air Force fleet. Many of these
aircraft have seen numerous years of service and, according to all
indications, will continue in operation for many years to come. This
appears to be one area where investments in technology in a wide
variety of Journal of Aircraft related areas such as composite repair,
corrosion prevention, environmental impact, health monitoring,
flight safety, etc. could make a big difference in reducing
maintenance time and cost. Some of these technology areas may be
overlooked by government as well as private sectors as they are not
traditionally specific to aircraft applications but could be modified or
matured for such use. The need is not just limited to U.S. military
aircraft but extends to all aircraft, especially those approaching the
end of their design service life. Technology application areas include
not only the aircraft itself but also its entire operating system
including test procedures, maintenance and service equipment,
modifications, etc.

This is just one area of aircraft application that invites substantial
investment in aircraft and aircraft-related technology and so I invite
the readers of this journal to identify additional areas where
technology, perhaps even found outside the aircraft technology
domain, could be applied to resolving critical issues such as
modernizing logistics support, overcoming shortfalls in ground and
flight test facilities, and manufacturing infrastructure. Survey
Articles, Full Articles, Design Forum papers, Engineering Notes and
Special Sections on this topic will be welcome.

Turning now to some journal business, I would like to recognize
the continued dedicated service of our fine Associate Editors who
appear here as the “2007 Team.” The quality of the published papers
attests to their thoroughness and willingness to help authors bring out
their best. We are also fortunate to have an Editorial Advisory Board,
also listed on the inside front cover. Most EAB members also serve
on a Technical Committee relevant to this journal. In this way, these
Technical Committees have a solid link to the journal for archival
publication of their best meetings papers. EAB members help
identify reviewers and also stimulate ideas for special sections or
survey papers dealing with topics of TC interest.

Our 14 member International Editors Board is also listed on the
inside front cover. They continue to represent the journal to the
authors in their respective country. They are each invited to provide
an editorial, a short article, or sponsor a Special Section on current
developments in applied aircraft technology. Associate Editor Gil
Crouse maintains contact information and helps with IEB initiatives.
Recently, Hirotoshi Kubota, the International Editor representing
Japan and the Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) are
making plans to develop a Special Section on supersonic aircraft
including recent results of JAXA flight experiments.

The names of the past year’s reviewers through the first of October
appear in this issue. I am sure you recognize many of these
individuals and I certainly wish to thank them for their technical
insight and willingness to assure that our published articles are
accurate, timely, important to readers, and will retain lasting value.
This journal would not exist without dedicated peer reviewers. If you
would like to provide your services in handling an occasional review,
please contact me at the address shown on the inside front cover.

The array of volunteers needed to assure the success of this journal
is only part of the story. Norma Brennan ably directs the AIAA
Publications staff. She efficiently oversees all journal activity along
with her other publication duties. She was been especially helpful
this past year as we further developed the WriteTrack online paper
submission procedure for the Journal of Aircraft. Luke McCabe is
our Managing Editor. Luke has been of great help to Associate
Editors and authors, demonstrating great patience and thoroughness.
Luke expertly helps with the development of the WriteTrack
procedure. He patiently and expertly deals with all of the special
problems reported by Editors and Authors and then expertly engages
the technical support staff in correcting the problem. Publications
Web Director Rick Ashley provided invaluable assistance to
Associate Editors, authors, and myself whenever we encountered
any problem with WriteTrack. I look forward to continuing my
association with this fine professional staff.

Thomas M. Weeks
Editor-in-Chief
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